906 


REVIEWS 


Modern Problems of Biology. By Charles S. Minot, S.D., 
LL.D., Professor of Comparative Anatomy, Harvard University 
Medical School. Pp. 124; 53 illustrations. Philadelphia: 
P. Blakiston’s Son & Co. 

The six lectures which Professor Minot delivered at Jena, as 
exchange professor, are here presented in book form. In his 
preface the author comments that “it is always a difficult problem 
to so present new biological discoveries that they will be compre¬ 
hensible to a mixed public and yet lose nothing of their scientific 
value.” The masterly way in which this obstacle has been sur¬ 
mounted is indeed remarkable. No easy task when the titles of 
his lectures are reviewed: (1) the new cell doctrine; (2) cyto- 
morphosis; (3) the doctrine of immortality; (4) the development 
of death; (5) the differentiation of sex; (6) the notion of life. 

That there has been no confusion of fact with fancy or overlapping 
of the known and unknown has made this possible. An honesty 
to confess ignorance, where such exists, has added weight to and 
placed in their proper perspective his statements of facts. 

A. A. H. 


The Surgery of the Stomach. By Herbert J. Paterson, 
M.A., M.C., M.B., F.R.C.S. Second Edition. Pp. 334; 83 
illustrations. New York: William Wood & Co., 1914. 

This, the second edition, shows no exceedingly marked revision 
of its first. However, there are many additions and improvements 
added in the text and in the illustrations. Some of the photographs 
have been reproduced in pairs for the use of the stereoscope which 
should be used if any detail is to be obtained from the prints. 

A chapter on the physiology of gastrojejunostomy has been 
rewritten in the light of the latest investigations. Emphasis is 
laid on using all the methods at hand for a diagnosis, the author 
advocating the generous use of the stomach-tube and the data 
acquired from it. The chemical diagnosis is important in conjunc¬ 
tion with the clinical and pathological ones. The radiographic 
diagnostic points are also discussed and several plates are shown 
illustrating the same. Throughout the work the author has endeav¬ 
ored to give a clear-cut working plan and guide for the diagnosis 
and treatment of surgical conditions of the stomach. 

The pre-operative care of the patient is described, and the post¬ 
operative care is given an important place and position in the 
management of a case. Contrary to the usual thought, the author 
lays a great deal of importance to the after-care and nursing in 
some of the conditions. Early feeding in debilitated cases, atten¬ 
tion to physiology of the diaphragm, exercising it with deep res- 
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pirations, active use of the stomach-tube for vomiting, retention, 
and distention, all bear great weight in turning the balance in favor 
of the patient. 

The author’s views on some of the present-day mooted points 
are formulated with a view r to the welfare of the patient rather 
than to merely follow out theories based on broad statements 
made by some writers on insufficient data. The discussion on 
gastrojejunostomy and on congenital pyloric obstruction bears 
this out. 

The reviewer has read the work with a great deal of interest 
and benefit. E. L. E. 


The Posture of School Children. By Jessie H. Bancroft, 
Assistant Director Physical Training, Public Schools, New York 
City. New York: The Macmillan Company. 

There is a field in which it is possible to accomplish great good, 
and that field includes the vast majority of children from four to 
fifteen who are never instructed at home in the art of correct poise 
of the body. The writer feels that in this mission this book can 
prove its maximum value. If children can be taught from the time 
they first begin to walk until fifteen years of age how to walk, stand, 
and sit correctly the postural deformities of adolescence will be 
reduced to a minimum. This book is capable of teaching mothers 
of average intelligence to so train their children that when the age 
of puberty arrives such children will not only be saved from the 
debilitating results of faulty posture, but will have gained a robust¬ 
ness that will withstand a greater measure disease. 

W. J. M. 


Synopsis of Surgery. By E. W. H. Groves, M.S., M.D., 
B.Sc., F. R.C.S., Surgeon to the Bristol General Hospital; Con¬ 
sulting. Surgeon, Cossham Hospital; Lecturer on Surgery at 
Bristol University. Fourth Edition. Pp. 582, with illustrations. 
New York: William Wood & Co., 1914. 

A book that has reached its fourth edition is its own recommen¬ 
dation, and this is no exception. The important new features of 
this edition are the rewritten sections on pathology and bacteriology, 
and the addition of the newest theories of shock, the newest means 
of anesthesia and nerve surgery. 

The book is a synopsis; dealing with statements of facts arranged 
in a rational, clear, and concise manner, especially good for 
students and practitioners. The book is not a treatise of surgery, 



